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29TH BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

2605 Paddock Lane
Lancaster, PA  17603
Phone 717-393-3139
E-mail apawliko@comcast.net
JUNE 2008
29th Bomb Group Farewell Reunion Washington D.C September 4-7, 2008
We had a wonderful response to the Farewell Reunion poll with an estimated attendance of 160 people to date. Thanks to all for the taking the time to respond and for supporting the Reunion effort. Based on the number of anticipated attendees the fees for the Reunion have been revised: 

Reunion Fee and Bus tour:

The Reunion fee is $135 per attendee. In the past the Group has had two years in between Reunions to plan and fund the successive event. With this Reunion we are on very short notice and as such we currently have no funds from the 2008 Reunion attendees in the Treasury that we are authorized to use to secure a deposit with the Hotel to cover our dining expenses.  We have signed a contract with the hotel and we are counting on you to send in your Reunion fee of $135 per attendee as soon as possible, preferably by 30 June.  Your cooperation and prompt attention to this matter is greatly appreciated!

The bus trip to see the B-29 “Enola Gay” at the Udvar-Hazy facility of the Smithsonian Museum on Friday September 5 is $38 per attendee and includes a very nice boxed lunch.  The bus will depart the hotel at 10 am Friday morning and will return back at the hotel at approximately 2:30 pm that afternoon.

Checks covering the costs for the Reunion fee and bus tour should be made payable to The 29th Bomb Group Association. Please remit payment along with the below form to:

Anthony Ferraro

22096 Willis Dr.

California MD 20619
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name:

Squadron and Crew:

Seating preferences (names of those you would prefer to have dinner with…tables seat 10).

Friday Night Meal:  Beef or Fish (circle one)
Saturday Night Meal: Beef or Chicken (circle one)
Bus Tour: Yes or No….. If yes, please indicate preference for sandwich and drink
Beef/Provolone, Turkey/Havarti, Ham/Swiss, Vegetarian (circle one)

Bottled Water, Soft drink (circle one)

Cookie, Brownie (circle one)

Room Reservations:
The room rate is $109/night plus tax. This is slightly more than first anticipated but is based on the number of anticipated attendees (we estimated 200 attendees for initial planning purposes). A total of 65 rooms have been set aside for our Group. Once we have placed a deposit with the hotel for our dining expenses the attendees will be able to call and make their room reservations, so again please send in your Reunion fees as soon as you can.   We are estimating that Reservations can be made with the hotel beginning in July under the group name “29th Bomb Group Reunion”.  The room rates will be extended for two days prior and two days after the Reunion for those that would like to come early and/or stay longer.
The following is the information for the hotel from their website:  http://www.sheratonnational.com 
Sheraton National Hotel
900 S. Orme Street
Arlington, VA 22204
Phone: (703) 521-1900
Fax: (703) 271-6626
Conveniently situated just outside Washington DC, the Sheraton National Hotel provides easy access to the many worlds that converge in our nation’s capital. From the classic tourist sights just four miles away on the Mall to the national corporations located right outside our door, our newly renovated Arlington hotel provides a central location ideal for business, military, government, association, and leisure travelers alike. For your convenience, we’re located just off Interstate 395, overlooking the Pentagon and the classic DC monuments.

Enjoy our complimentary shuttle service – with scheduled runs every 30 minutes to Reagan National Airport, the Pentagon, Crystal City, the Mall, restaurant row, and Metro – from 6 AM to 11 PM. You’ll quickly find we’re the most dependable choice for convenience and comfort in the Washington DC metro area. And with our Sheraton Service Promise, your satisfaction is guaranteed.
Driving Directions To Our Crystal City Virginia Hotel...
From North: Take I-395 South to Exit 8 Washington Boulevard Travel. Stay in the far right-hand lane for ¼ mile, and take the Columbia Pike/Navy Annex exit. The hotel will be directly across from you. 

From South: Take I-95 North to I-395 and take Exit 8A – Washington Boulevard. Stay in the far right-hand lane for ¼ mile, and take the Columbia Pike/Navy Annex exit. The hotel will be directly across from you.

From East: Take I-95 South to I-495 West to George Washington Parkway. Follow the Parkway for eight miles to I-395 South/Route 27 (Lyndon B. Johnson Exit). Stay right at the fork, and take the exit for Route 224 West (Columbia Pike/Navy Annex). The hotel is on the right.

From West: Take I-66 East to Route 110/Pentagon Boulevard. Stay in the right lane, and take the Washington Boulevard exit to the Columbia Pike/Navy Annex. Our hotel will be directly in front of you.

From Washington Dulles International Airport: Take Route 66 East to Route 110/Pentagon. Stay in the right lane, and continue to the Washington Boulevard exit. Continue to the Columbia Pike/Navy Annex exit. The hotel will be directly in front of you.

Shuttle Service: If you are flying into Ronald Reagan National Airport, we provide complimentary shuttle service every 30 minutes from 6 AM until 11 PM. simply call the hotel from the courtesy phones available at each terminal for shuttle pickup.

Located at the gateway to the District of Columbia, the Sheraton National Hotel offers contemporary accommodations, first-class service, and exquisite event space – all within minutes of renowned historical attractions and key government agencies. 
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Schedule of Events
Thursday September 4th:  

A Social is planned for the evening with heavy hors d’oeuvres served from 6-8 pm.  A cash bar will also be present.  This will be located in Concourse room 2 located off of the Main Lobby across from the gift shop and restaurant.
Friday September 5th:
The bus tour to see the B-29 “Enola Gay” and other famous aircraft will leave the hotel at 10 am and return at approximately 2:30 pm.   

For those not on the tour, the hotel provides free shuttle service to with scheduled runs every 30 minutes to Reagan National Airport, the Pentagon, Crystal City, the Mall, restaurant row, and Metro – from 6 AM to 11 PM.
There will be a Hospitality room and a Memorabilia Room located in Concourse rooms 1 & 2 located off of the Main Lobby across from the gift shop and restaurant. In addition there will be an Interview Room set up just above these two rooms on the Mezzanine level set up for conducting personal interviews with our Veterans.
Friday evening there will be a plated dinner atop the hotel in the Galaxy Ballroom that overlooks the city, the USAF Memorial, the Pentagon, and Arlington National Cemetery.  Following dinner entertainment will be provided by TreVoché  This  trio of women  are a vocal group based in the metro D.C. area providing unique shows – the show we’ve scheduled is a specialized Andrews Sisters style performance, featuring an evening of nostalgic music with the women wearing World War II era costumes and singing hits of the 40’s. You’ll enjoy songs like the Armed Forces Medley, the Star Spangled Banner, Grand Ole Flag, America the Beautiful, Sentimental Journey, Mr. Sandman, Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy,

Chattanooga Choo Choo, Alexander’s Ragtime Band, It Don’t Mean a Thing, In the Mood, and

a host of other songs that will take you back!
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Saturday September 6th
Saturday is a free day.  The hotel provides free shuttle service to with scheduled runs every 30 minutes to Reagan National Airport, the Pentagon, Crystal City, the Mall, restaurant row, and Metro – from 6 AM to 11 PM.  
There will again be a Hospitality room and a Memorabilia Room set up off the main lobby throughout the day as well as an Interview Room set up on the Mezzanine level.  Come and spend some time with Joe Chovelak our Group Historian.
Saturday evening there will be a plated dinner in one of the Ballrooms located off of the Main Lobby.  This will be our Farewell Dinner.  To honor our 29th Bomb Group Veterans, both living and dead, we have a very distinguished guest for a speaker: Brig Gen Garrett Harencak, Commander of the 509th Bomb Wing at Whiteman AFB MO.  He is responsible for the combat readiness of the U.S. Air Force's only B-2 wing. His responsibilities include development and employment of the B-2's combat capability as part of the U.S. Air Force's Global Strike Task Force. His command provides logistics support for the Air Force Reserve's 442nd Fighter Wing; Missouri Army National Guard's 1st Battalion, 135th Aviation Unit; and the Navy Reserve's Mobile Inshore Undersea Warfare Unit 114. He manages flying assets in excess of $46 billion and an annual operations and maintenance budget of $147 million. 

General Harencak entered the Air Force in 1983 as a graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy. His assignments include aircraft command of the B-52; instructor pilot and squadron command in the B-1B; a tour in weapon systems acquisition; and service as aide to the Commander-in-Chief of U.S. Central Command. He also directed the Headquarters Air Force Executive Secretariat. General Harencak commanded the 7th Bomb Wing at Dyess AFB, Texas. Prior to his current assignment, he was Deputy Director of Requirements, Headquarters ACC, Langley AFB, VA.



. 
Brig Gen Garrett Harencak,

Commander of the 509th Bomb Wing at Whiteman AFB MO
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT, BEN ROBERTSON:  
As discussed in the recent newsletter, please be advised that the matter of the continuation or dissolution of the 29th Bomb Group Association is to be resolved as follows:

1. The effort, now being pursued, to hold a reunion of the Association in Washington, D.C. in the autumn of 2008 shall continue, and such reunion shall be the last reunion of the Group and is hereby so designated.

2. Following such reunion, and after paying such expenses as shall be the legal and rightful obligation of the 29th Bomb Group, the 29th Bomb Group Association shall be dissolved.

3. The residual assets, being monetary funds and memorabilia, shall be donated to appropriate entities to be designated at the time of dissolution; i.e., the Library of Congress, the Air Force Academy, a museum or other perpetual organization in which the accomplishments of WWII military units are recognized, recorded and remembered.

4. The selection of such recipients shall be accomplished by the Officers of the Association in a timely manner following the final reunion in 2008.
5. If the heirs of the members of the 29th Bomb Group shall desire to do so, they may organize an entity under an appropriate name other than the 29th Bomb Group Association and continue such activities which may be relevant to the memory of those who served in 1944-1945.
A newsletter will follow the reunion which will include a wrap-up of the reunion, the decision of the Officers regarding the disbursement of the assets, an In Memoriam section and any news of a new Association to carry on the memory of the 29th Bomb Group.  Anyone interested in being part of such a group, please contact Allan Pawlikowski before the reunion.  The contact information is at the beginning of this letter.  Please send all funds and registration slips to Anthony Ferraro with checks payable to the 29th Bomb Group Association.

We hope to see everyone at this farewell reunion in Washington, D.C.

                                          Respectfully submitted,

                                          Allan Pawlikowski

                                          Secretary, 29th Bomb Group Association 
PAGE  
1

